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Title
Frame made from the timbers of the first HMAS SYDNEY

Date
1929

Medium
Wood

Dimensions
Overall: 762 x 615 x 35 mm

Name
Frame

History
This frame is made from wood recovered from HMAS SYDNEY I, a light cruiser of the Royal Australian Navy, 
commissioned in June 1913. During World War I it was initially engaged in operations in the Pacific and in 
November 1914 escorted the first troop convoy to the Middle East. On 9 November HMAS SYDNEY 
engaged with and defeated the German cruiser SMS EMDEN off the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. It was a great 
event celebrated across Australia. Throughout the rest of the war SYDNEY served in the Caribbean and 
also with the Royal Navy’s Grand Fleet in the North Sea. After the war the cruiser returned to Australian 
waters and undertook routine duties until paid off in 1928 and broken up in 1929. This frame is a souvenir 
from that period, made from timber recovered before the ship was broken up and sunk off Sydney Heads.


